CHAPTER IV
TIN AND GLASS CONTAINERS
While Appert used glass containers principally in his experiments and
in his "cannery/' the tin container during the past hundred years has
largely displaced the glass container in the commercial "canning" of
foods. On the other hand, glass is the usual container for commercially
produced jams, jellies, preserves, green olives, and various kinds of pickles.
In the household the glass container is used to the practical exclusion of
the tin for home preservation of fruits, vegetables, meats, preserves, etc.
It is also the commercial container for fresh milk, catsup, and wines, and
large quantities of glass bottles are used for fruit juices and beer. At
present each container is invading the other's fields; thus, much beer is
now preserved in cans, and glass jars that will withstand processing in an
agitating sterilizer are now being successfully used for " canned" fruits.
Cans, for the time being, have replaced glass containers for pasteurized
pineapple, grapefruit, and orange juices, and the glass jar is now compet-
ing with the tin can as a container for vacuum-packed coffee. It is
estimated that more than three billion cans are used as containers for
foods annually. Probably an even greater number of glass containers are
used if one includes those used commercially for milk and beer and in
home food preservation.
TIN CONTAINERS
Tin-coated vessels have been known since ancient times. They were
mentioned by Pliny prior to A.D, 23, according to Macnaughton and
Hedges. They relate that according to legend a Cornish tin miner
migrated to south Germany in medieval times, and there discovered
tin in the Erzgebirge about 1240. The date of the discovery of the process
of making tin plate, they state, must have been between 1240 and 1575,
since tin was being exported to Germany for the manufacture of tin plate
in the latter year. The south German (Bohemian) producers guarded
the process for about 300 years, and it was not until about 1625 that the
secret was obtained by the Elector of Saxony, in whose domains the
.industry .soon became more important than in Bohemia. About 1665
an attempt was made to make tin plate in Great Britain, but not until
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